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Examines the history behind Israel's mid-twentieth century battle for independence amid the

surrounding Arab nations, plus biographical notes on important figures and a look at the effects of

this war.
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Reviewed with Katherine Wingate's The Intifadas.Gr. 5-9. Part of the War and Conflict in the Middle

East series, these titles provide fair, well-balanced accounts of the history and ongoing fighting

between Israelis and Palestinians. Hayhurst discusses how Israel became a country, beginning with

the declaration of independence in 1948 and the war that set off more than 50 years of violence.

Wingate focuses on how the Palestinians lost their land and how the Palestinians in occupied

territories retaliated. Both Hayhurst and Wingate call for negotiation and compromise, and Wingate

sees hope in the peace organizations that work with young people. The series design is spacious,

with clear type, lots of well-captioned news photos, up-to-date statistics, maps, and occasional

boxed profiles of important leaders. A glossary, a bibliography, and a list of organizations to contact

are appended, but there are no notes. There's a lot to spark discussion, especially if the books are

read together. Hazel RochmanCopyright Â© American Library Association. All rights reserved



i am disappointed, its a book for children, i was more interested in the war itself, how they got the

weapons on land and the tanks
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